Dear Friends of Mineralogy

| was fortunate to attend
five mineral symposia during the
last year. There is nothing like a
gathering of like-minded souls to
discuss mineralogy and collecting. |
find symposia, and their associated
shows, to be much more relaxing
yet energizing than “shows” alone.

One of the interesting fea-
tures of each symposium is that
they are all different. Not only in
subject matter, but also how they
are run. Some hold mineral shows
in conjunction with the meetings
and others keep the mineral
“business” more informal (back of
the car or on the bed kind of stuff).
During my visit to the Pacific-
Northwest FM Chapter symposium
| noted that they provide a pro-
tracted break time between ses-
sions to provide traffic to their
show. At the symposium that | run,
an informal “tailgate” motel is des-
ignated and mineral buying-selling-
trading begins the evening before
and resumes Saturday night after
the banquet. The “show” and sym-
posium are actually held in different
venues.

Which is better? | don’t
think it makes a difference. Finan-
cially, show-coordinated symposi-
ums can keep their costs down by
utilizing dealer fees. A non-show
symposium requires direct contri-

butions from sponsors to hold down
costs to the participants. The object
of a symposium is to attract partici-
pants; keeping costs down in-
creases the chances of people at-
tending. Both methods appear to
work well based on my experiences
this year.

Through the auspices of FM
chapters, at least six regional sym-
posia are held each year that es-
sentially include most of the US.
Reports in the newsletters indicate
all are very successful. The na-
tional FM also co-sponsors the
Tucson show symposium along
with the Mineralogical Society of
America and the Tucson Gem and
Mineral Society. The national FM
has also begun to sponsor regional
symposia where no local chapters
exist like the New Mexico Mineral
Symposium. Through FM support
of all these symposia, we are ac-
complishing our objectives

“... to promote, sup-
port, protect and ex-
pand the collection
of mineral speci-
mens and to further
the recognition of
the scientific, eco-
nomic and aesthetic
value of minerals
and collecting min-
eral specimens.”

| believe the sponsorship of
both local and national symposia

are critically important to the vitality
of both the hobby and science.
Where else do the field collectors,
silver-pickers, and scientists have
the opportunity to meet in a friendly
atmosphere and explore mutual
interests? Many new discoveries
(both collecting and scientific) are
shared at these meetings that
leads to a symbiosis between ama-
teur and professional. This is what
FM is all about and | applaud our
chapters and all FM members for
their good work.

Best wishes to you for the
upcoming holiday seasons and
coming New Year.

Virgil W. Lueth, President
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BALLOT FOR ELECTION OF FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY NATIONAL DIRECTORS 2008 (vote for five)
Raymond W. Grant Nelson S. fdnaf Aaron Weiting

Gloria Staebler Allan R. Young (Other)

Mail by Feb. 1, 2005Virgil Lueth, New Mexico Institute of Mining & Teublogy , 801 Leroy Place, Socorro, NM 87801




"t # S H % % %

% "' 88G8 . % Q # %
% # " , ( + %" % G
B
(( %% % % 5 # "
% % % % ( (
%
1 % : % G
( 1/ @( % Q %" / ( I
% A (/ 2" % ' G ( !
% - 21" / -/ % ' % (
% ;
% "# 2
2BB % B B B % * %
%% % & % " @ :8) * # "8 L LG: LG
LHK % %
Y7 % K +
# +

Alex Speer notes that The Mineralogical SocietyArherica has two new publications that may be ofdrest to our mem-
bers:

A book on amphiboles, probably more than anyone wgio know. Details at
http://www.minsocam.org/MSA/RIM/RIim67.html

Something really different, a Mineralogy textbooRetails at http://www.minsocam.org/MSA/DGTtxt/ We like to think it
is something that an interested person could readidearn from on their own.
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The Board Meeting

will be on Friday, Feb. 15th, 7:30 a.m., in PJ's Longe at InnSuites. Directors and chapter represeatives
should contact Regina Aumente (RAumente@aol.comtp confirm their attendance.

% % c G

Minerals of the U.S.A.

From Lithographie, LLC.: http://www.lithographie.og/bookshop.htm



The 29" Annual

FM-MSA-TGMS
Tucson Mineralogical Symposium Schedule

Minerals of the U.S.A.

Saturday, February 16, 2008
Tucson Convention Center

10:00 a.m. Introductory Remarks
Symposium Co-Chairs Julian C. Gray and Robert BCook

10:05 Arkansas Quartz Crystals—The Leitmotif Of Quartz Morphology For Collectors
Si Frazier

10:25 Crater of Diamonds State Park, Arkansas — a@verlooked Treasure
J. Michael Howard

10:45 ElImwood Zinc Mine, Carthage Tennessee
Steve Neely

11:05 Vibrant Orange Orpiment Crystals from the Twin Creeks Mine, Humboldt County, Nevada
Scott Kleine

11:25 Bisbee, Arizona: The “Classic” American mingal locality
Richard W. Graeme

11:45 The Mammoth-St. Anthony Mine, Tiger, Arizona
Les Presmyk

12:05 Lunch

1:05 The Gem and Rare Element Pegmatites of SoutimeCalifornia
Jesse Fisher

1:25 The Benitoite Gem Mine: Past, Present and Fute
Richard Kennedy

1:45 Iridescent and other Fluorites from the Finday Arch, Ohio
John Medici and John Rakovan

2:05 Minerals and History of the Red Cloud mine, Aizona
Garth Bricker

2:25 Amethyst Scepters, Ashaway Village, HopkintagrRhode Island
John Rakovan and Sal Avella

2:45 The Mount Antero Mineral Locality, Chaffee Caunty, Colorado:

A collecting History
Mark I. Jacobson

3:05 Emerald Crystal Pockets of the Hiddenite Disict, Alexander County,
North Carolina
Ed Speer

3:25 Mineralogy of the Gem-Bearing Alpine-Type Qu&z Veins from

Hiddenite, North Carolina.
Michael A. Wise

3:45 What is the “most important” mineral locality in the U.S.?
Peter J. Modreski
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January 8, 2007

To: Friends of Mineralogy
Re: Nominating Committee Report

The Nominating Committee of the Friends of Minegglds pleased to submit the following nominatioasrhembers of the National
Friends of Mineralog Board of Directors for the ipdrof 2008-2011.

Raymond W. Grant — is a retired Professor of Geology, Mesa Commuddifege, Mesa, AZ, the author/co-author of théofeing publi-
cations about Arizona mineralGhecklist of Arizona MineralsMineralogical Society of Arizondflineralogy of Arizonathird edition, co-
author with Anthony, Williams, and Bideauxhecklist of Arizona Mineralsecond edition. He has been on the Board ofcire of the
Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum Foundation sid&88, and was Chairman, Arizona Mineral and Mirihgseum Foundation, 1993
— 1995 and 2001 — present. He was chair of theeMis of Russia, FM-TGMS-MSA Symposium, 2001. hide be on the National
Friends of Mineralogy Board, since 2002 . He hesrbon the Board of Governors of the Arizona Depernt of Mines and Mineral Re-
sources since 2003. He has been an Organizeroacidair of yearly Minerals of Arizona Symposiunmcg 1993.

Nelson R. Shaffer Nelson has been a member of Friends of Minerasigge 1977. He is a founding member of the Midv@dspter of
FM and has served in various officer positionstf@t group. He acted as president of the NatioriahBs for two years after serving as
vice president, and other positions and has beseraber of the board of directors for several yddedson is FM representative to the
American Geologic Institute. Nelson has set upRiebooth at the Tucson Show for the past threesyaad made many outreach efforts.
Nelson holds degrees in geology from the Ohio Stetieersity (1972 and 1974) and from Indiana Unsitgr(1996). He has published
more than 100 papers, abstracts, or book chaptdrhas headed many field trips, most recently tigwdst Chapter Field Symposium
about Geodes in Indiana and Kentucky. A long timkector, researcher, and teacher, Nelson hasestudinerals and tries always to at-
tract others to the field.

Gloria A. Staebleris a current member of the national Board of Doezbf FM and serves as the organization’s Segret&he received
her B.S. in mathematics and computer science fraal¥yan University. Gloria was an active membéresflocal mineral club (Lapidary
and Mineralogical Society of Central Connecticetving first as newsletter editor, then as the 'sliMice-President. In 2001, she and
husband Gunther Neumeier bought the English-largugyts to the German mineralogical monograplesesitraLapis. Together they
edit and publish the extraLapis English series.

Aaron Wieting is a registered professional geologist in the Siateregon and currently works for the City of Pamtl on water quality
issues. He received his degree in geology fromdmtState University and is past president ofR&aeific Northwest Chapter of FM. He
has also served as chair for three PNWFM Symposioraddition to other duties, and is an active sutgy of the Rice Museum and the
museum's Northwest Gallery. Aaron has been anfaliicollector since he was old enough to walk andently specializes in Oregon
and Owens Valley, California minerals, though atiileg excursions may take him and his wife, Jadgwhere in the western US. In par-
ticular, he enjoys discovering and characteriziag or incompletely documented localities. He alsys introducing the next generation
of mineral collectors to the hobby.

Allan R. Young was born in Wisconsin in 1950, and began colleatiigerals while in High School. An interest in gegy and mathemat-
ics led to a degree in Mining Engineering from thaversity of Wisconsin — Platteville in 1972. Flling graduation, he headed west to
begin a career as a Mining Engineer at the Idamaith@ near Ouray, Colorado. This was followed byieegring and management posi-
tions at other mines in Idaho, Nevada, and Colar&dor to taking his current position with the Bau of Land Management as State pro-
gram lead for mining law administration, he wase/Rresident of Development for a U.S. mining conyparhere he managed projects in
Peru and in Argentina. He is a Registered Profassiéngineer, and presently resides in Boise, IdAHan began collecting thumbnail
minerals in about 1983 and continues to focus dythiat size category. He is an avid field collecfmarticularly in Idaho, and also enjoys
mineral photography.

The above nominees have all expressed their wilsg to serve on the Board of Directors, if elecfelallot for the election of directors
is printed on Page 4, to be completed by membwsdsvaailed prior to February 1, 2008, to the Presitef FM, Virgil Lueth, New Mexico
Institute of Mining & Technology , 801 Leroy PlaSscorro, NM 87801. You may also vote via enRlibase email your vote to: carols-
mith72@msn.com

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Smith, Anthony Nikischer, and Art Soregaroli
FM Nominating Committee
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