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Presidentôs Message 
By Alex Schauss  

 

With the summer behind us, hopefully youôve had an opportunity to get 
out and do some collecting. Or possibly visit one or more gem and min-
eral shows. Or keep up with recent issues by mineral publications. Or 
found a good book or two to read about minerals.  
 
We now have a new Membership Application tri-fold brochure. PDFs of 
the brochure will be sent to officers of every chapter, and to any at-large 
member upon request. Weôll also be distributing them to mineral muse-
ums and at symposiums, as well as gem and mineral shows. Already the 

Rice Museum in Oregon has placed them on their entryôs counter.  
 
The response to the new brochure has been very positive, 
reflected by the growing number of new applications that 
have been received to join in the last few weeks. Member-
ship in Friends of Mineralogy in the last month has ex-
panded from five countries to 15. This growth is a testament 
to the international communities support for the objectives of 
Friends of Mineralogy namely, to promote, support, protect 
and expand the collection of mineral specimens and to fur-
ther the recognition of the scientific, economic and aesthetic 
value of minerals and the collecting of mineral specimens. 
 
This issue of the newsletter includes: chapter reports; infor-
mation about future gem and mineral shows; the second no-
table contemporary contributor to mineralogy selection; sap-
phire mining in Madagascar; plans to open a new Yale Uni-
versity Mineral and Gem Museum in 2016; a report on three 
mineral shows held during the fall 2015 Denver Gem and 
Mineral Show; the winners of the ñbest educational exhibitò 
by an institution and by an individual at the Denver show; 
recent studies that predict the number of mineral species on 
Earth yet to be discovered; the availability of a toolkit for 
educators created by the American Geosciences Institute 
(AGI), an affiliate of Friends of Mineralogy, for students to 
use during Earth Science Week in mid-October; and, the 
first of a two-part series on the history of Mindat.org, an affili-
ate member of Friends of Mineralogy, beginning with its 
creation and first ten years of development.   
 
Unfortunately, this issue also includes two tributes, upon learning of the deaths of two highly re-
spected and appreciated ñgiantsò of the mineral collecting and mineralogy community, Dr. Peter 
Bancroft and Rock Currier. Both died within days of each other in mid-September.   

(continued on page 4) 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS  
  

PRESIDENT: Alex Schauss, 10645 N. Oracle Rd., Suite 121, Oro Valley, AZ 85737; alex@aibmr.com  
VICE PRESIDENT: Clyde Spencer; c_spencer123@att.net  
SECRETARY: Sue Liebetrau; liebetraum@msn.com  
TREASURER: Gloria Staebler, PO Box 11613, Denver, CO 80211; Gloria@lithographie.org  
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 Ave NE, Duvall, WA 98019; kd7bat@arrl.net   

NEWLETTER EDITOR: Beth Heesacker, 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove 97116,  heesacker@coho.net  
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MIDWEST CHAPTER: Clyde Spencer;  c_spencer123@att.net  
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Deadline for the next FM Newsletter is  

December 22, 2015 
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Such sad news reminds us of the important contributions we can all make in our life-time to 
inspire, mentor, educate, and encourage others to appreciate the amazing world of minerals 
and the science of mineralogy.  
 
This issueôs selection of Pam Wilkinson, as a Notable Contemporary Contributor to Mineral-
ogy, is a prime example of the influence and impact one individual can have. As you will learn, 
she has educated over 35,000 students in the space of just a few years on the important role 
that the mining industry plays to meet the demands imposed by modern society. Hopefully, her 
achievements and program will be an inspiration to others. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

 

Bismutotantalite, Manoel Baldonio, Junco do Serido, Pa-
raiba, Brazil, 2.0 x 2.6 x 2.2 cm, Alex Schauss Collection, 

Mark Mauthner photo  


