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B Presi dent 60s Message
fadde By Alex Schauss

With the summer behind us, hopef (¢l
out and do some collecting. Or possibly visit one or more gem and min-
eral shows. Or keep up with recent issues by mineral publications. Or
found a good book or two to read about minerals.

We now have a new Membership Application tri-fold brochure. PDFs of
the brochure will be sent to officers of every chapter, and to any at-large
member upon request. Wedll also Qe
ums and at symposiums, as well as gem and mineral shows. Already the
Rice Museum in Oregon has placed them on t hlei

The response to the new brochure has been very positive,
reflected by the growing number of new applications that
have been received to join in the last few weeks. Member-
ship in Friends of Mineralogy in the last month has ex-
panded from five countries to 15. This growth is a testament
to the international communities support for the objectives of
Friends of Mineralogy namely, to promote, support, protect
and expand the collection of mineral specimens and to fur-
ther the recognition of the scientific, economic and aesthetic
value of minerals and the collecting of mineral specimens.

This issue of the newsletter includes: chapter reports; infor-
mation about future gem and mineral shows; the second no-
table contemporary contributor to mineralogy selection; sap-
phire mining in Madagascar; plans to open a new Yale Uni-
versity Mineral and Gem Museum in 2016; a report on three
mineral shows held during the fall 2015 Denver Gem and

Mi ner al Show; the winners of
by an institution and by an individual at the Denver show;
recent studies that predict the number of mineral species on
Earth yet to be discovered; the availability of a toolkit for
educators created by the American Geosciences Institute
(AGI), an affiliate of Friends of Mineralogy, for students to
use during Earth Science Week in mid-October; and, the
first of a two-part series on the history of Mindat.org, an affili-
ate member of Friends of Mineralogy, beginning with its
creation and first ten years of development.

Unfortunately, this issue also includes two tributes, upon learning of the deaths of two highly re-

spected and appreciated Agiantso of the minjer

Bancroft and Rock Currier. Both died within days of each other in mid-September.
(continued on page 4)
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Such sad news reminds us of the important contributions we can all make in our life-time to
inspire, mentor, educate, and encourage others to appreciate the amazing world of minerals
and the science of mineralogy.

This issueb6s selection of Pam Wil kinson, as
ogy, is a prime example of the influence and impact one individual can have. As you will learn,
she has educated over 35,000 students in the space of just a few years on the important role
that the mining industry plays to meet the demands imposed by modern society. Hopefully, her
achievements and program will be an inspiration to others.

~—~ ~ ~

Bismutotantalite, Manoel Baldonio, Junco do Serido, Pa-
raiba, Brazil, 2.0 x 2.6 x 2.2 cm, Alex Schauss Collection,
Mark Mauthner photo




