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President’s Message 
By William W. Besse 
 
 Hello. I am the new president for Nation-
al Friends of Mineralogy. As a short introduction 
as to who I am, I have been a mineral collector 
for over 40 years (starting as a field collector 
while taking classes towards an MS in geology), 
past-president of the Mineralogical Society of 
Southern California, and National FM board 

member and webmaster for the past couple of years. I hope to continue 
good work of my predecessor, Mark Ivan Jacobson, and thank him for his 
diligent work. I know he will continue working for FM where he feels needed 
and when asked. 
 
 I would like to welcome new board member Erin Delventhal, plus 
returning members Virgil Lueth, Mark Ivan Jacobson, and Linda Smith. It is 
good to see that we have added new board members in each of the last 
couple elections and I hope to see that trend continued.  
 
 During the February 16 board meeting, Alexander Schauss was 
elected Vice-President and Linda Smith was elected Secretary, while Gloria 
Staebler continues as Treasurer. The Nominating Committee for Directors-
at-Large gained Erin Delventhal, Chris Whitney-Smith, and Linda Smith. 
The Symposium Funding Committee added Erin Delventhal, Alex Schauss, 
and Chris Whitney-Smith. 
 
 There are several symposia, many with field trips, already listed for 
this year and hopefully more to come. This is looking like it will be a full 
year. Unfortunately, only one symposium, New Mexico, requested and was 
granted financial support. The FM budget has room to support several sym-
posia and hopefully more will make requests in the future. The guideline for 
requests is on the FM website, https://www.friendsofmineralogy.org. 
 
 Speaking of the website, it is a great tool to use for propagating in-
formation about regional chapters as well as national FM. If your chapter 
wants to expand its presence on the national website, send in the infor-
mation and we will see how best to present it. 
 
 If you have any questions or suggestions for FM, please feel free to 
contact me. 

https://www.friendsofmineralogy.org
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 
  

PRESIDENT: William Besse; wwbesse@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: Alexander Schauss;  alex@aibmr.com 
SECRETARY: Linda Smith;  vanegas3@charter.net 
TREASURER: Gloria Staebler; PO Box 234, Arvada, CO 80001; gastaebler@aol.com 
WEBMASTER: Bill Besse; wwbesse@gmail.com  
PUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON: Gail Spann; bikingail@aol.com  
EDITOR: Beth Heesacker; 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove, OR 97116, heesacker@coho.net  

 
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  
Terms expire in February, 2020 just before the general meeting : 
   Allan Young; allanyoung@msn.com 
   Gloria Staebler; gastaebler@aol.com 
   Randy Marsh; marsh.rg@pg.com 
   William Besse; wwbesse@gmail.com 
 

Terms expire in February, 2021 just before the general meeting : 
   Brice W. Bridenbecker; bbridenbecker@cmccd.edu  
   Alexander Schauss; alex@aibmr.com  

   Chris Whitney-Smith; ask.chrisws@yahoo.com  

   Jolyon Ralph; jolyon@mindat.org 
 

Terms expire in February, 2022 just before the general meeting : 
   Erin Delventhal, erindelventhal@gmail.com  

   Virgil Lueth; vwlueth@nmt.edu 

    Mark Jacobson; markivanjacobson@gmail.com 
    Linda Smith;  vanegas3@charter.net 
 
 
 

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES (ALSO BOARD MEMBERS) 
  

COLORADO CHAPTER: Jeff Self; selfawareminerals@gmail.com  
MIDWEST CHAPTER: Kenneth Bladh; kbladh@wittenberg.edu   
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER: Toby Seim; pnwgemcollectors@gmail.com 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER: Joe Marchesani; Jmarch06@comcast.net 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER: Dr. Don Buchanan; dbuch7326@aol.com 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY CHAPTER: Larry Nuelle; lnuelle@gmail.com  
NEW JERSEY CHAPTER: David Shapiro; Dshapiro33@gmail.com 

  

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS 
  

ROCKS & MINERALS: Marie Huizing; rocksandminerals@fuse.net  
THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD: Wendell Wilson; minrecord@comcast.net  
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA: Alex Speer; jaspeer@minsocam.org  

Mindat: Jolyon Ralph; jolyon@mindat.org 

MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA: Paula Piilonen; ppiilonen@mus-nature.ca 

MINERAL NEWS: Tony Nikischer; tony@excaliburmineral.com  
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FM Annual Business Meeting – Minutes 
Saturday, February 16, 2019 

Tucson, Arizona 
 

Attending: William Besse, Ken Bladh, Bruce W. Bridenbecker (FM of Southern California), 
Don Buchanan, Erin Delventhal, Mark Jacobson, Virgil Lueth, Peter Modreski (FMCC proxy 
from Chapter President), Jolyon Ralph, Alexander Schauss, Linda Smith, Gloria Staebler, 
Chris Whitney-Smith (by proxy), and Allan Young.  
 
1. President Jacobson called the meeting to order at 7:49am and declared a quorum present. 
 
2. Reports from attending representatives of affiliate organizations  

Jolyon Ralph – Mindat 
 
3. Reports from officers 

President Jacobson thanked all individuals who served Friends of Mineralogy during his 
presidency. 

V.P. Virgil Lueth announced the recipients of FM awards to be announced at the TGMS 
banquet Saturday evening. 

Secretary (pro tem Ken Bladh) had no report. 
Treasurer Gloria Staebler distributed a one-page “Income Statement for 2018” and one-

page “Balance Sheet” for 2018. Gloria provided an update on the pro bono audits un-
derway. 

 
4. Reports from Committees and non-elected positions  

Nominating committee for Directors-at-Large presented three names: Erin Delventhal, 
Chris Whitney-Smith, and Linda Smith. 

Symposium Funding Committee received new members: Erin Delventhal, Alex Schauss, 
and Chris Whitney-Smith. 

 
5. Action Items 

Unanimous approval of the request to fund $500 to support the 40
th
 Annual New Mexico 

Mineral Symposium. Virgil Lueth abstained. 
The Board received the results of the recent election of 4 new Board members: Erin 

Delventhal, Virgil Lueth, Mark Jacobson, Linda Smith.     
Nominations from members in attendance for a slate of candidates for 2019 FM officers 

generated Bill Besse (President), Alex Schauss (V.P.), Linda Smith (Secretary) and 
Gloria Staebler (Treasurer).  This slate was approved unanimously. 

Approved a $2500 limit on spending to support symposia in 2019-2020 (Feb annual meet-
ing).  Board expects action on a written policy in this regard at the February 2020 annu-
al Board meeting. The proposal funded today counts toward the $2500 limit. 

Approved a policy to continue electronic distribution of the National Newsletters directly to all 
members of record (nationally) and a link to all Chapter Presidents for regional  

BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol.49, No. 1 
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distribution (if they wish) to their members who were not on the national membership roster 
at the date of distribution. 

Approved immediate payment of $1000 to TGMS for memorial plaques on club display cas-
es in honor of Kay Robertson and Marty Zinn. 

Bill Besse was re-appointed Webmaster. 
Board accepted President-elect Bill Besse’s choice of La Fuente for the 2010 General 

Membership Reception and Country Inn & Suites by Carlson (705 N. Freeway) for the 
breakfast Board Meeting. 

 
6. President Jacobson received thanks from the Board for his service as President of Friends 
of Mineralogy. 
 
7.  Meeting adjourned at 9:02am. 
  
Submitted respectfully 
Ken Bladh, President Midwest Chapter 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Ullmannite from Monte Narba, Sarrabus, Sardinia, 
Italy. Compliments of Dakota Matrix. 

Ahlfelfite (cobaltoan) from Heaco 
Mine, Colquehaca, Bolivia.  

Compliments of Dakota Matrix. 

Umbozerite from Lovozero Massif, 
Kola Peninsula, Russia. Compliments 
of Dakota Matrix. 
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The Friends of Mineralogy  
Institutional Educational Display Award at the  

2019 Tucson Gem and Mineral Show  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Friends of Mineralogy Institutional Educational Display award at the 2019 Tucson Gem 
and Mineral Show was given to the A. E. Seaman Museum at Michigan Technological Univer-
sity, Houghton. The exhibit provided a simple explanation of how wulfenite forms with exam-
ples of wulfenite and other metallic minerals that were also formed by oxidation. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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Baratovite from Darai-Pioz Glacier, Alayskiy 
Range, Tien Shan Mts, Tajikistan.  

Compliments of Dakota Matrix. 
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The Friends of Mineralogy  

Non-Institutional Educational Display Award  
at the 2019 Tucson Gem and Mineral Show 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy Non-Institutional Educational Display award at the 2019 Tucson 
Gem and Mineral Show was given to Philip Simmons and Erin Delventhal of New Mexico. 
Their display highlighted the different generations of fluorite that formed at Cooks Peak and the 
differences in crystal morphology and color. 

 
 

 

 
From the right: Philip Simmons and Erin 
Delventhal receiving their FM Educational 
display award, Saturday night dinner, 
February 2019, Tucson Gem and Mineral 
Show. 
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COLORADO  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/  

Your Report could be here! 

 
MIDWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.fommidwest.org  

Your Report could be here! 

 

 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY  

CHAPTER  

UPDATE 
Your Report could be here! 
 

 

NEW JERSEY 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 https://fomnj.wordpress.com/  

Your Report could be here! 
 
 

PACIFIC  
NORTHWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.pnwfm.org  
 

 

 The PNWFM Symposium will be held October 18-20 at the Red Lion Hotel in Kelso, 
Washington.  The theme this year is, "Specimen Mines of the West. The speaker list has not 
been finalized yet. 

http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/
http://www.fommidwest.org
https://fomnj.wordpress.com/
http://www.pnwfm.org/
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PENNSYLVANIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.rasloto.com/FM/  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.rasloto.com/FM/
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 
 
Editor’s note: A portion of their Symposium Report. 
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. 

. 

 
NATIONAL  
MEMBERS  
“AT-LARGE”  
 
 

 

Your Report could be here!  
 

Would someone like to speak up for the “at-large”  
members?  

 Needs, wants, comments? 
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From Your Editor 
 
 I invite all chapters and anyone from the Members At-Large to either email me their 
chapter newsletters or a President’s report each quarter. Chapters would really like to learn 
from each other what is working for them or what exciting things are happening like field trips or 
presentations.  
 I request that they be emailed since I can store them in one location and not have to 
search around the internet for every chapter that posts theirs. Just add me to your email list. 
Beth Heesacker, heesacker@coho.net . 
 I also invite your pictures of your minerals to grace the pages of this newsletter. 
 Also please let me know if your President changes so I can keep the officers’ page up to 
date. 
 Your articles can make this Bulletin a greater resource for mineral collectors around the 
world. Thank you in advance. 

Interested in a wonderful resource for teaching  
children about minerals? 

Check out the books and other resources at  
Diamond Dan Publications. 

http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/ 
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FM AFFILIATES 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy is a long-time affiliate of The Mineralogical Record magazine. The magazine was 
founded in 1970 by John White, who was at that time a curator in the Mineral Sciences Department of the 
Smithsonian Institution. With the initial help of a financial backer, Arthur Montgomery, White succeeded in 
launching and bootstrapping the fledgling publication to the point where it was marginally self-sustaining.  
After seven years as editor and publisher, White stepped aside for a new Editor, Wendell Wilson.  
 
Since then the Mineralogical Record has grown steadily in size, quality and prominence, thanks to the contri-
butions of over 700 authors, photographers, artists, advertisers and donors. It has become a collective labor 
of love on the part of the entire mineralogical community worldwide. It is the only journal to have a new min-
eral species named in its honor (minrecordite), and it is the only journal to have received the Carnegie Miner-
alogical Award. Subscriptions, back issues, books and a variety of free databases are available online at 
www .Mineralogical Record .com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mineralogical Association of 

Canada 
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