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President’s Message 
By William W. Besse 
 
 
 I have just a few quick reminders and 
announcements. 
 
 Friends of Mineralogy items for your 

agenda if you are coming to Tucson in  
February: 

 
* National General Meeting,  
A meet and greet where chapter representatives can tell the assem-
bled members what they have been doing and what the future holds 
Hotel Tucson City Center, 475 N Granada Ave, Tucson, AZ 85701, 
Tuesday, February 11, 4:00 – 6:00 P.M. 
 
* National Board Meeting …has moved and will be at 
University of Arizona Administrative Annex Building, Room 104-106, 
220 West 6th Street (Northeast of the intersection of St. Mary’s 
Road/6th Street and Granada/Main Avenues. I know it is crazy but 
both streets change name there.), Tucson, AZ  85721, Saturday, 
February 15, 7:00 – 10:00 A.M. It is VERY important that people park 
only in parking spaces marked “Visitor Parking.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are being asked to vote for national board members. The ballot 
is in this newsletter. Please vote! 
 
We still have no listings for Symposia next year. Please send us your 
information to be added to the website. 
Hope to see many of you in Tucson, soon. 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 
  

PRESIDENT: William Besse; wwbesse@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: Alexander Schauss;  alex@aibmr.com 
SECRETARY: Linda Smith;  vanegas3@charter.net 
TREASURER: Gloria Staebler; PO Box 234, Arvada, CO 80001; gastaebler@aol.com 
WEBMASTER: Bill Besse; wwbesse@gmail.com  
PUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON: Gail Spann; bikingail@aol.com  
EDITOR: Beth Heesacker; 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove, OR 97116, heesacker@coho.net  

 
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  
Terms expire in February, 2020 just before the general meeting : 
   Allan Young; allanyoung@msn.com 
   Gloria Staebler; gastaebler@aol.com 
   Randy Marsh; marsh.rg@pg.com 
   William Besse; wwbesse@gmail.com 
 

Terms expire in February, 2021 just before the general meeting : 
   Brice W. Bridenbecker; bbridenbecker@cmccd.edu  
   Alexander Schauss; alex@aibmr.com  

   Chris Whitney-Smith; ask.chrisws@yahoo.com  

   Jolyon Ralph; jolyon@mindat.org 
 

Terms expire in February, 2022 just before the general meeting : 
   Erin Delventhal, erindelventhal@gmail.com  

   Virgil Lueth; vwlueth@nmt.edu 

    Mark Jacobson; markivanjacobson@gmail.com 
    Linda Smith;  vanegas3@charter.net 
 
 
 

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES (ALSO BOARD MEMBERS) 
  

COLORADO CHAPTER: Bob Hembree;  rhembree@comcast.net   
MIDWEST CHAPTER: Kenneth Bladh; kbladh@wittenberg.edu   
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER: Toby Seim; pnwgemcollectors@gmail.com 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER: Joe Marchesani; Jmarch06@comcast.net 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER: Dr. Don Buchanan; dbuch7326@aol.com 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY CHAPTER: Larry Nuelle; lnuelle@gmail.com  
NEW JERSEY CHAPTER: David Shapiro; Dshapiro33@gmail.com 

  

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS 
  

ROCKS & MINERALS: Marie Huizing; rocksandminerals@fuse.net  
THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD: Wendell Wilson; minrecord@comcast.net  
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA: Alex Speer; jaspeer@minsocam.org  

Mindat: Jolyon Ralph; jolyon@mindat.org 

MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA: Paula Piilonen; ppiilonen@mus-nature.ca 

MINERAL NEWS: Tony Nikischer; tony@excaliburmineral.com  
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Nominations for FM Board of Directors 

Gloria Staebler 

Bio not submitted 

 

William W. Besse 

Mineral collector for over 40 years, Member of Tucson Gem and Mineral Soci-
ety, Member of META (Mineral Enthusiasts of the Tucson Area),Past Presi-
dent, Webmaster, and other positions of the Mineralogical Society of Southern 
California, President and Webmaster of the Friends of Mineralogy, Nation-
al.  Bachelor of Arts - Geography and Master of Science – Geology, California 
State University, Los Angeles.  Jewel Tunnel Imports, a mineral wholesale 
company, 22 years, Rocks & Minerals Magazine, Associate Cartographer, 
over 20 years 

 

Matt McGill 

Ever since opening my first geode as a child, I've fostered a fascination with minerals that has evolved 
from a curiosity to a passion. Recently I've had the opportunity to increase my involvement in the min-
eral community as a member of the Young Mineral Collectors leadership team, and would love the op-
portunity to leverage my skill set in the Friends of Mineralogy organization to assist with modernization 
and expansion efforts. I have 15 years of people and operations management, project management, 
process improvement, training/educational development and delivery, and recruitment strategy experi-
ence with advanced skill in various programs such MS Excel/MS Office suite, Google suite, various 
Adobe products, and more. Additionally, I currently manage a remote workforce and am proficient with 
tools that enable remote coordination, collaboration and engagement. 

Jessica Robertson 

(Pacific Northwest Chapter) 

Like many collectors, Jessica has been collecting rocks and minerals for as long as she can remem-
ber. She grew up hearing stories about mineral shows and the Friends of Mineralogy from her grand-
mother, Kay Robertson. The earth science bug hit hard, and she went on 
to obtain a B.A. in geochemistry from Whitman College and a M.S. in ge-
ology from Central Washington University. Since then, she has been 
working as an environmental geologist in the Puget Sound area and rais-
ing a family. She takes every opportunity to share earth science and min-
erals with kids in her community. Most recently, Jessica has developed 
and conducted a "Geology for Storytellers and Gamers" series of classes 
for 4th graders to teens, explaining the real science and stories behind 
earth science topics they might encounter in popular games and fiction. In 
recent years Jessica has become more involved in the larger mineral col-
lecting community, and is looking forward to what the future brings. 
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Jeanine N. Mielecki 

  

Jeanine N. Mielecki is a mineral enthusiast, writer, editor, and entrepreneur who calls Chicago home. 
Jeanine began collectingat the age of four when she found a piece of chert with a crinoid fos-
sil impression. This sparked a lifelong love of the earth sciences. Because the Midwest US is rich in 
fossils and geodes, her early years were spent collecting these. Along the way, Jeanine acquired lapi-
dary skills, although she would rather be collecting in the field. Jeanine’s passion crystallized into col-
lecting fine minerals when she attended her first Tucson show in 2014. Jeanine is a member of Friends 
of Mineralogy, Midwest Chapter, Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society, Earth Science Club of Northern 
Illinois, Des Plaines Valley Geological Society, and Fluorescent Mineral Society, Midwest Chap-
ter. Current vice president of the Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society Jeanine is responsible for arrang-
ing monthly speakers and programs. Jeanine also founded and administers daily CRMS’s education-
al  Facebook page with 900+ likes. For more than 20 years, she has been CRMS’s public relations 
chair. Jeanine is a past president, treasurer, and silent auction chair. Under her presidency, CRMS was 
the first club in Illinois to adopt the Future Rockhounds of America badge program developed by the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies for children. Jeanine works monthly behind the scenes 
with CRMS’s newsletter editor to acquire and develop articles, fact check, and copy edit The Pick 
and Dop Stick, which has earned numerous top national and regional awards. She also assists several 
other earth science clubs in publicizing their special events. Jeanine earned her B.S. Journalism from 
the University of Kansas. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
YOUR FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY BALLOT 

 

Please take time to support Friends of Mineralogy by voting. You may vote for up to four positions from 

the nominated candidates or by writing in candidates of your choice who would be willing to serve. Bal-

lots should be sent to Linda Smith, FM National secretary by email at vanegas3@charter.net . 

  
Ballots must be received before the Board meeting to be held on the morning of Saturday, February 
15, 2020. 
 

Ballot for Friends of Mineralogy Board of Directors: Term 2020-2021 (Feb 2020 - 
Feb 2021) 
 
Vote for up to four positions. 
____ Gloria Staebler 
____ William W. Besse 
____ Matt McGill 
____ Jessica Robertson 
____ Jeanine N. Mielecki 
____ Write in ________________ 
____ Write in ________________ 

mailto:vanegas3@charter.net
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Pollucite Occurrences and Finds in the  
Peoples Republic of China 

 
By Mark Jacobson 
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Interested in a wonderful resource for teaching  
children about minerals? 

Check out the books and other resources at  
Diamond Dan Publications. 

http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/ 
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From Your Editor 
 
 I invite all chapters and anyone from the Members At-Large to either email me their 
chapter newsletters or a President’s report each quarter. Chapters would really like to learn 
from each other what is working for them or what exciting things are happening like field 
trips or presentations.  
 I request that they be emailed since I can store them in one location and not have to 
search around the internet for every chapter that posts theirs. Just add me to your email 
list. Beth Heesacker, heesacker@coho.net . 
 I also invite your pictures of your minerals to grace the pages of this newsletter. 
 Also please let me know if your President changes so I can keep the officers’ page 
up to date. 
 Your articles can make this Bulletin a greater resource for mineral collectors around 
the world. Thank you in advance. 
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COLORADO  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/  
 

Your Report could be here! 
 

http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/
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MIDWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.fommidwest.org  

http://www.fommidwest.org
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MISSISSIPPI VALLEY  

CHAPTER  

UPDATE 
Your Report could be here! 
 

NEW JERSEY 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 https://fomnj.wordpress.com/  
 

Your Report could be here! 

PACIFIC  
NORTHWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.pnwfm.org  

Check out our 2019 Symposium report provided by Erin Delventhal  
on Mindat. Thank you, Erin. 
 
https://www.mindat.org/a/fom_pnw_2019 
 

AND 
 

Plan on joining us for our next Symposium in October 2020 
 

How Colors and Crystallography  
Contribute to the Aesthetics of Minerals 

https://fomnj.wordpress.com/
http://www.pnwfm.org/
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PENNSYLVANIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.rasloto.com/FM/  
 

http://www.rasloto.com/FM/
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
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NATIONAL  
MEMBERS  
“AT-LARGE”  
 

Your Report could be here!  
 

Would someone like to speak up for the “at-large”  
members?  

 Needs, wants, comments? 
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FM AFFILIATES 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy is a long-time affiliate of The Mineralogical Record magazine. The magazine was 
founded in 1970 by John White, who was at that time a curator in the Mineral Sciences Department of the 
Smithsonian Institution. With the initial help of a financial backer, Arthur Montgomery, White succeeded in 
launching and bootstrapping the fledgling publication to the point where it was marginally self-sustaining.  
After seven years as editor and publisher, White stepped aside for a new Editor, Wendell Wilson.  
 
Since then the Mineralogical Record has grown steadily in size, quality and prominence, thanks to the contri-
butions of over 700 authors, photographers, artists, advertisers and donors. It has become a collective labor 
of love on the part of the entire mineralogical community worldwide. It is the only journal to have a new min-
eral species named in its honor (minrecordite), and it is the only journal to have received the Carnegie Miner-
alogical Award. Subscriptions, back issues, books and a variety of free databases are available online at 
www .Mineralogical Record .com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mineralogical Association of 

Canada 

 

BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol.49, No. IV 


