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President’s Message 
By Mark Jacobson 

 Welcome members. I have been re-
elected as president of the society and I am 
excited about serving again. We are starting 
2021 with high expectations, lots of organiza-
tional work to get done and high hopes for a 
post pandemic 4th quarter.  
 Our first organizational change is to 
transfer to a new National Treasurer, Dr. 
Bruce Bridenbecker of Southern California.  
We will be shipping financial records to him 
from Gloria Staebler, the previous treasurer 

in Arvada, Colorado, and also completing the bank changes of signature 
authority. I will also be obtaining the National historical records from 1970 to 
the present day from Gloria Staebler. After sorting and indexing into a find-
ing aid, these records will be transferred to a public archive repository in the 
Tucson area, the foundational home of our organization. Prior to the trans-
fer of the historical records, those FM newsletters not yet digitized will be 
scanned and added to those already available online. 

Our other significant organizational change will be the revision of 
our bylaws and operating procedures. These documents, which guide our 
decision-making processes, were written prior to our current capability and 
need for virtual meetings. The revisions will add virtual meetings and com-
binations of physical and virtual meetings plus email and mail-ballots to vot-
ing. After the FM national board of directors (12 elected plus 8 chapter rep-
resentatives) revises and approves the changes, the entire membership will 
be required to vote on them. We will also be proposing at the board meet-
ing that we install a PayPal option for paying national dues ($11 per year) 
on our website. This will voted on both by the board and the membership.  

In this newsletter we are also announcing the reinstatement of the 
FM National mineral symposium during the Tucson Gem and Mineral 
Show® in February, with co-sponsorship from the Mineralogical Society of 
America and the Tucson Gem and Mineral Society. The announcement in-
cludes the details on this symposium, along with a call for papers. We will 
publish updates about the symposium as planning decisions are made and 
speakers reply. This will also be the first symposium where we will try to 
broadcast the presentations live, so we can reach a broader audience. 
 The new Virginia Chapter, with Thomas Hale as President and Alex 
Venzke as Vice-President,  continues to be active with once a month zoom 
lectures. Both the Pennsylvania and Pacific Northwest chapters were suc-
cessful in holding virtual symposia last year. The advantage of virtual lec-
tures is that physical location no longer limits the speaker pool.   
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(President’s message continued) 

 
The quarter page ad for Friends of Mineralogy in Rocks and Minerals and Mineral News will be 

updated for every issue, an activity that Erin Delventhal is coordinating for now. This will be a good 
space for chapters to advertise their upcoming symposia, both live and virtual. 

As the educational display committee, Jessica Robertson, Erin Delventhal, and Virgil Lueth are 
working to create a better set of definitions and criteria to use for judging institutional and non-
institutional displays. The original educational awards were first given structure by Al and Sue Liebe-
trau, who judged Tucson show cases for many years. These awards were later renamed the Kay Rob-
ertson educational awards in honor of one of the early 1970 FM members. 
 Erin Delventhal will be taking over as official webmaster of the national website. I  currently also 
have access to the “add changes” to the website, but I would be thrilled to have additional people also 
volunteer to help revise, correct and add data to the FM national website. If interested, email me via 
friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com . 

With these organizational changes and planned activities, as Covid recedes, and meeting and 
field trip activities increase, FM will be well prepared to communicate our enthusiasm and mineral tal-
ents to a larger audience. I look forward to spending more time with the chapters later this year.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

The National FM logo 
 
 Our organizational memory has grown quite short. I am trying to find 
any member who remembers what the mineral is on our logo, where it was 
from and who and when was it created. Anyone who has parts of this infor-
mation please reply to the friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

BULLETIN OF  
FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY 

 
 
 

Please help to recover missing historic Friends of Mineralogy newsletters 
1972-1979 

 
 I have been working at scanning all the Friends of Mineralogy National Newsletters and putting 
them on our National website. I have only located a handful of pre- 1980 newsletter and only one from 
volume 2 in 1973. The first official newsletters were issue in 1972.  If anyone has any newsletters from 
1972 to 1979, please email me at friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com   and I will work with you to copy, 
scan or photograph. Photographs can be rectified to a flat page and converted to a pdf. 
 Mark I. Jacobson 

mailto:friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com
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FM ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING –Minutes 
Saturday, February 13, 2021 

Virtual ZOOM  
 

Attending: Jeanine Mielecki, Erin Delventhal, Mark Jacobson, William Besse, Bruce 
Bridenbecker, Linda Smith, Bob Hembree, Don Buchanan, Jessica Robertson, Alexander 
Schauss, Laurence Nuelle, Toby Seim, Nelson Shaeffer, Alex Speer, David Shapiro, Beth 
Heesacker, Thomas Hale, Ken Bladh, Alfredo Petrov  
President Besse called the meeting to order at 9:10 am MST and declared a quorum present (15 vot-
ing member out of 20). 
 
 Minutes from the 2020 FM Business Meeting were approved. 
 Reports from officers: 
 President Besse: welcomed our newest chapter, the Virginia Chapter  
 
 Vice President Schauss: no report. 
 
 Secretary Smith: no report. 
  

Treasurer: no report. 
 
New Business: 

We welcomed the Virginia Chapter of FM 
Bruce Bridenbecker will make sure that FM is in compliance with the State of California Secre-
tary of State, Office of the Attorney General, Franchise Tax Board and the IRS regarding possi-
ble fines as he takes over as the new Treasuer. 

   
Reports from Committees and non-elected positions: 

Nominating Committee for Directors: Erin reported that there were four nominees: Alex Venzke, 
Bruce Bridenbecker, Alex Schauss (re-elected), andl Alfredo Petrov. All four nominees were 
elected. 
 
The new Nominations Committee will be Alexander Schauss, William W. Besse, and Jessica 
Robertson. 
 
FM Publicity was discussed and it agreed that it will be expanded to a committee with Thomas 
Hale and Jessica Robertson volunteering to work with the chairman of the committee. 

 
At 10:15 am MST the Awards Presentations were announced by Alex Schauss. 
Present by ZOOM to receive their awards were Andrew D. Thompson and Daniel Trinchillo,  
  
The Magazines Awards: 

Mineral News: The Mineral Collector’s Newsletter, “A mineralogical game of connecting the 
dots” Volume 36, Issue 10, pp. 1,3,6-7,12-13,15 by Andrew D. Thompson 
 

 Mineralogical Record, “Collecting the King of Kashmir aquamarine” 
 Volume 51, Issue 6, pp. 755-779 by Daniel Trinchillo 
 

Rocks & Minerals,  “Fluorite from the North Pennines Orefield” 
Volume 95, Issue 4, pp. 306-345. by Jesse Fisher 

 
 

BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol. 51 No. 1 
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Election of Officers: Unanimous Approval of each  the following  officers 
 President-Mark Jacobson 
 Vice President-Alexander Schauss 
 Secretary-Linda Smith 
 Treasurer-Bruce Bridenbecker  
 
Chapter Reports: 

Colorado-Bob Hembree reported that the chapter has not held elections. Their Summer sympo-
sium (2021) is on hold. 
 
Midwest- Nelson Schaeffer reported that they were able to hold a meeting at Ohio University 
but haven’t had field trips due to COVID-19. 
 
Mississippi-Laurence Nuelle reported that they have not held meetings, or projects and their 
next meeting is cancelled.  
 
New Jersey-David Shapiro reported that they have had monthly Zoom meetings in conjunction 
with the New Jersey Mineral Club and they that have been just presentations. He reported that 
there have been no field trips. 
 
Pacific Northwest-Toby Seim reported that they were on track for their next virtual symposium in 
October 2021 after a successful virtual symposium in 2020. 
 
Pennsylvania-no report 
 
Southern California-Don Buchanan reported that the March and October 2020 field trips were 
cancelled due to the governors closing of Nevada and California group activities. The chapter 
was able to hold a board meeting on January 9, 2021 to discuss the possibility of having a geol-
ogist from the BLM, lead  a field trip in October 2021. They are planning a ZOOM meeting in 
March 2021. The chapter made a donation to Mindat in honor of Kay Robertson, Tony Kampf, 
Bob Reynolds and Bob Housley.   
 
Virginia-Thomas Hale reported that they formed their chapter to bring the mineral community 
together. In August, they started monthly ZOOM meetings establishing relationships with clubs 
on the East Coast with monthly lecture series as well as monthly board meetings.  They have 
created a newsletter and are working on a badge program for the youth. They have also creat-
ed a logo, Facebook page, Instagram and U-Tube sites in order to provide outreach to schools, 
teachers and educational systems. They also have monthly Virginia lecture series. All of the 
chapter’s lectures and presentations are on U-Tube 

 
Affiliates: 

Rocks and Minerals-no report 
Mineralogical Record-no report 
MSA-Alex Speer reported that there are many manuscripts in progress and some of their mem-
bers have presented their work virtually.  
MSCC-Don Buchanan displayed a waiver form developed by MSCC that SCFM modified for 
field trips in order to keep the club members safe. It is titled “COVID-19 Liability Release Waiv-
er” he offered to FM for review. 
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Action Items: 
Unanimous approval to form a committee to plan symposium key elements for FM National, 
MSA, and Tucson Gem and Mineral Society for the 2022 show. Mark Jacobson will follow up 
with Alex Schauss, William W. Besse.  Erin Delventhal volunteered to be on the list of committee 
members. 
Unanimous approval for Mark Jacobson to obtain the financial records and historical records 
from the past treasurer in order to transfer financial records to the new  treasurer Bruce 
Bridenbecker and to find a place to archive the historical records in Tucson. Mark Jacobson will 
report back on his sorting of the historical records in collaboration with Jessica Robertson and 
Don Buchanan and Bruce Bridenbecker. 

 
Tabled items: 
 Amendment to Bylaws Article 6 Sec. 3 will be reviewed by email to the Directors. 
 
Other Business: Erin Delventhal volunteered to replace William W. Besse as webmaster. Thank you, Bill 
for all of your hard work. 

 
All thanked William EW. Besse for serving as President. 

 
Meeting adjoined at 10:43am. MST 
Submitted respectfully, 
Linda V. Smith, Secretary 
 
 
 

Beth Heesacker collection, former Allen and Barbara Lundgren 
collection. Photo and copyright by Beth Heesacker 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Page 7 BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol.47, No.4 BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol. 51 No. 1 

Friends of Mineralogy 2020 Best Article Award Winners 

The Mineralogical Record 
 

Collecting the King of Kasmir aquamarine 
Volume 51, Issue 6, pp. 755-779 

 
Daniel Trinchillo 

Mineral News:  
The Mineral Collector’s Newsletter 

 
A mineralogical game of connecting the dots 

Volume 36, Issue 10, pp. 1,3,6-7,12-13,15 
 

Andrew D. Thompson 

Rocks & Minerals 
 

Fluorite from the North Pennines Orefield, 
England. 

Volume 95, Issue 4, pp. 306-347 
 

Jesse Fisher 
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The 40th 

FM-TGMS-MSA 
Tucson Mineral Symposium 

 
"Minerals of the apatite supergroup and mineral fluorescence" 

 
Saturday, February 12, 2022 

Tucson Convention Center, Tucson, AZ 
Call for papers 
The fortieth Mineral Symposium held in conjunction with the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show® will 
take place on Saturday, February 12, 2022.  The symposium is cosponsored by the Tucson Gem and 
Mineral Society, the Friends of Mineralogy, and the Mineralogical Society of America.  As a tie in with 
the show, the symposium theme is the same as the show theme: " Minerals of the apatite supergroup 
and mineral fluorescence."  
 Presentations on the apatite supergroup, would include their descriptive mineralogy, mineralogic 
structure, paragenesis, classic and new localities, their fluorescence or lack thereof, and related subjects 
are welcome. For clarity, some of the minerals in the apatite supergroup in addition to apatite are pyro-
morphite, mimetite, vanadinite, and britholite.  
 Fluorescence presentations can highlight mechanisms of fluorescence, historical recognition of 
mineral fluorescence, the development of UV light sources, UV sources that are currently available, ap-
plications of mineral fluorescence, and lesser-known localities (other than Franklin/Sterling Hill) of out-
standing fluorescent minerals.  
 An audience of amateur and professional mineralogists and geologists is expected. 
 Anyone wanting to present a paper should first submit their desired talk title for a presentation 
length of 30 minutes (or 25 minutes plus 5 minutes for questions).   
 We will acknowledge all submitted presentations. Accepted presentations will need to be fol-
lowed up with a 200-500 word abstract (single spaced in word or equivalent format) with a few graphics 
if desired by the author, a 5 sentence speaker biography and a photographic headshot of the speaker. All 
presentations will be combined for creation into an abstract booklet. In addition these talks might be rec-
orded or simultaneously broadcast to a logged-in virtual audience.  
 
Please send submitted titles and later abstracts to: 
 
Mark Ivan Jacobson, 1714 S. Clarkson St., Denver, CO 80210 or friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com  
 
Presentation titles must be submitted prior to July 31, 2021. 
 
Abstracts with speaker biography and photographic headshot for Tucson Gem and Mineral Show® pro-
gram must be submitted prior to September 10, 2021. 
 
 

mailto:friendsofmineralogy@gmail.com
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Collection of Beth Heesacker, 
former Allen and Barbara 
Lundgren Collection. Photo 
and copyright by Beth 
Heesacker 
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Used with permission, British Micromount Society Newsletter  2/21 
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Beth Heesacker collection, former Allen and Barbara Lundgren collection. 
Photo and copyright by Beth Heesacker 

Editor’s Note: If you are tired of seeing  
my mineral pics,  
send me yours.  

I would love to publish them. 
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All minerals on this page 
are in the collection of 
Beth Heesacker, former 
Allen and Barbara 
Lundgren Collection.  
Photo and copyright by 
Beth Heesacker 
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All minerals on this page 
are in the collection of 
Beth Heesacker, former 
Allen and Barbara 
Lundgren Collection.  
Photo and copyright by 
Beth Heesacker 
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COLORADO  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/  

 

 It has now been a year since Covid-19 through a monkey wrench into our plans for 
2020.  Hopefully, everyone has managed to stay healthy during the past year.  I was able to 
get my first vaccine dose last week.  My hope is that everyone will get a vaccine and we can 
return to some semblance of normal.  Along those lines FMCC is trying to get back to having 
presentations this year. Gloria Staebler is working to get some mineral experts to give talks 
remotely (on Zoom) over the next couple of months.  We will let everyone know as we get 
them scheduled.   
 
 If you haven’t heard the Merchant Mart is closing and the Denver Gem & Mineral show 
is looking for a new venue.  The show committee is working hard to find an alternative place to 
have the show, so it won’t be cancelled. 
 
 The board has not met this year, but when we do, we need to discuss what we need to 
do to start in person events such as our annual auction. We need input from the membership 
on future program and activities.  Mark Jacobson is leaving his position as our treasurer to ful-
fill his duties at FM National and CMS.  He has volunteered to stay on to take care of the 
FMCC website and the Gilman photo project.  Mark has been a great asset for FMCC, his con-
tribution will be missed.  Anyone interested in the position of Vice President or Treasurer 
should let me know.  The VP position is primarily responsible for finding speakers for our meet-
ings so it important to have someone fill it. We plan on having a board meeting in April. The 
meeting was delayed until then to let folks who are on the show committee who are also on our 
board to concentrate on finding a new venue and the logistics that need to be worked out to 
plan the show. 
 
Bob Hembree 
 

 

http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/
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MIDWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.fommidwest.org  

NEW JERSEY 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 https://fomnj.wordpress.com/  
 

 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY  

CHAPTER  

UPDATE 
Your Report could be here! 
 

See article on Pages 6-7. 

 Its definitely been an interesting end of 2020 and start to 2021 for us in Friends NJ.  COVID 
has continued to make its impact known, and that has put a kibosh on any Field Trips for us for the 
time being.  Our main events have been our monthly ZOOM Meetings, with guest presenters for 
each.  We have been treated to Derek Yoost and Joe "Paleo Joe" Kchodl giving some outstand-
ing presentations over the past several months.  We have seen lectures on Ammonites, Trilobites, 
Stromatolites, and Meteorites in recent months, and the presentations just get better.  We will defi-
nitely continue to have monthly virtual / online presentations.   
 
 We have not met in person since last March due to COVID; however our Meeting place, 
which is a Worship Center, has started in recent months, to have some of the congregation visit for 
Services.   
 Considering the implications of COVID, FM-NJ has only experienced a temporary drop-off of 
about 8 members since 2021 started; however our Membership was roughly 50 people which is a 
high for us.  We expect in coming months when Trips become more of a potential reality, some 
more folks will renew dues with us.     

http://www.fommidwest.org
https://fomnj.wordpress.com/
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PACIFIC  
NORTHWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.pnwfm.org  

Greetings All, 
 I hope everyone is of good health and actively planning your mineral adventures/activities as 
Spring approaches. With the Covid-19 pandemic slowly fading away, planned activities and mineral 
related projects will increase.  
 I have recently been conversing with Mark Ivan Jacobson (The National FM Board Presi-
dent) to align our future Friends of Mineralogy vision and with some key FM National organizational 
changes, there is some excitement buzzing. There is also a new Virginia Chapter whose president 
is very eager to make an impact. With our PNWFM Group being well established and  the Virginia’s 
Chapter bringing new fresh ideas to the plate, its an easy decision to work together and share our 
processes/ideas to further improve the advancement of minerals. - Special thanks to Jessica Rob-
ertson for bringing both Chapters together and coordinating. 
 We have discussed an idea to improve our PNWFM Logo. At this time I have a panel of art-
ists lined up who are very talented and ready to start drafting something. What I need from you, our 
members, is some creative ideas to get the ball rolling. I believe this logo should come from the 
voice of our members which will mean more when selected. If you would like to help to provide input 
please submit your ideas to pnwgemcollectors@gmail.com for consideration. 
 
 Please plan to attend a General Meeting Saturday, April 10th at 10:00AM. This meeting will 
be in Zoom format where we will communicate general updates, symposium status and some excit-
ing summer opportunities such as potential field trips and a Washington Pass Clean-up. Stay tuned 
for the official Zoom link to be communicated. 
 Thanks to you all for continuing to share a big interest in rocks & minerals and once this 
Covid-19 pandemic is obliterated, I’m excited to be able to personally give each of you a joyous high
-five. 
 
Cheers, Toby Seim – President - PNWFM 

 

Beth Heesacker  
collection, former Allen 
and Barbara Lundgren 
collection. Photo and  
copyright by Beth 
Heesacker 

http://www.pnwfm.org/
mailto:pnwgemcollectors@gmail.com
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PENNSYLVANIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.rasloto.com/FM/  
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
  
 

 While California’s lockdown has kept us from conducting any symposiums or field trips for one 
full year now, we are planning to resume field trips this October, 2021 as restrictions on gatherings are 
starting to loosen up.  
 We have entered the world of Zoom Board meetings this winter and borrowed a COVID-19 field 
trip waiver form for use when the Governor of California and State Health Offices allow group field col-
lecting once again.  
 Our field trips with 30-45 vehicles won’t be feasible anymore, so adjustments are being made to 
downsize. Retired BLM Geologist Dr. Gregg Wilkerson will be guiding us into the Cady Mountains for 
field collecting in October with dates to be firmed up as state of California guidelines continue to evolve.  
Dr. Don Buchanan 
President 
California Friends of Mineralogy 
 

See article on pages 8-11. 

Beth Heesacker collection, 
former Allen and Barbara 
Lundgren collection. Photo 
and copyright by Beth 
Heesacker 

http://www.rasloto.com/FM/


VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
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VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
  
 

 2021 has provided us with similar trials and tribulations as 2020, but the mineral community is 
resilient and many of our local clubs and partner organizations have begun to utilize virtual programs to 
engage with their membership and the broader community. 
 FMVA kickstarted 2021 with a full list of high-quality speakers! Our monthly speaker series 
brings in talented collectors and educators from across the USA. We started our year with a fellow YMC 
member, Allie Gale, who presented a fantastic presentation on Mid-Ocean Ridge Basalts! Our second 
speaker, Evan Jones, shared the journey of making wulfenite the state mineral of Arizona and gave us 
the rundown top localities in the state. We continue to build relationships with our speakers and invite 
other members of the FM community to join us in these events! They are open to all chapters and local 
communities. If you cannot attend that night, no worries! We upload all videos to our YouTube channel.  
FMVA released its first publication for the year, the 2021 Virginia Mineral Directory! This provides a list 
of all the state mineral societies, rock shops, museums, and provides resources and literature for begin-
ners. We hope to include a show list for 2022 as a way to promote our local community as things open 
up again. Even if you are not from Virginia, please check our directory out. If you have suggestions, ide-
as, or comments let us know! 
 On top of the broader monthly speaker series, the Virginia Mineral Project hosts local lectures 
about Virginia mineralogy and mining history. This is a great opportunity to learn about a state whose 
mineral history has often been overlooked yet is full of incredible finds and stories. By the release of this 
newsletter, the VMP will have given a talk on the Herbb No. 2 Mine in Powhatan county which produced 
several record-breaking discoveries, including the largest gem topaz crystal (8.95lbs and ~11.5 inches) 
AND possibly the largest cassiterite in the United States.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FMVA’s Educational Committee has also been hard at work developing an internship program 
with James Madison University. We are working on educational projects that will not only benefit the 
state but hopefully can be replicated and used by other FM chapters. We will keep the FM community 
informed on our progress. FMVA is currently developing a donation program for the support of its edu-
cational initiatives. Email us if you would like to learn more. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVXiDsPBpOIZ2Qw3L8XH3VQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.friendsofmineralogyvirginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-Virginia-Mineral-Directory-1-4.pdf


NATIONAL  
MEMBERS  
“AT-LARGE”  
 

Your Report could be here!  
 

Would someone like to speak up for the “at-large”  
members?  

 Needs, wants, comments? 
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 Finally, we are in process of updating our website in the next two months. We hope to have 
some exciting new resources to show off in the near future and plan to make our website “functional,” 
including research collections, databases, and mineral community news and events. 
 

WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE OF FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY 
 We are proud of our memberships representation and engagement with the national FM 
chapter. Our Vice President, Alex Venzke was recently elected to the board and our member Matt 
McGill also resides on the board. Our President, Thomas Hale, is working with a team at FM National 
to help outreach and build new relationships with FM and regional affiliates. FMVA has been encour-
aging its members to look nationally and also participate in initiatives that support national on top of 
its local community. 
 The virtual world placed a new perspective on engaging with the international mineral com-
munity, where local chapters can participate nationally, share news and events with each other, and 
attend meetings on a wide variety of topics. FMVA stands by this virtual environment and will contin-
ue to promote its speaker series as a virtual and all-inclusive community event. We are working on 
ways to engage our members locally, but we realize there is so much that can be accomplished as 
an organization by staying in touch virtually and communicating after the pandemic.  
Together we can accomplish great things and this virtual environment makes it easier than ever.  
 

YOU ALL ROCK! 
 FMVA would like to congratulate all of the new board members and leadership within Nation-
al. We are excited to work with you and accomplish great things during your leadership! 
 One thing has been clear, the people we have met and worked with over this very short time 
have been the cornerstone to our success. The knowledge, passion, and teamwork exhibited during 
our toughest times has been immeasurable. We thank you for all the continued support and hope to 
continue this work building upon FM’s core values and establishing a well-oiled chapter here in Vir-
ginia. As a board, we are proud of our team and local clubs who have stood by us and we cannot 
wait to see what the future has in store for us and for the national community at large. 
Sincerely,  
The Friends of Mineralogy Virginia Chapter Inc. Leadership Board 

Thomas Hale, President (virginiamineralproject@gmail.com)  
Alex Venzke, Vice-President (alex.venzke27@gmail.com)  
FMVA Email: friendsofmineralogy.virginia@gmail.com  

mailto:virginiamineralproject@gmail.com
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FM AFFILIATES 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy is a long-time affiliate of The Mineralogical Record magazine. The magazine was 
founded in 1970 by John White, who was at that time a curator in the Mineral Sciences Department of the 
Smithsonian Institution. With the initial help of a financial backer, Arthur Montgomery, White succeeded in 
launching and bootstrapping the fledgling publication to the point where it was marginally self-sustaining.  
After seven years as editor and publisher, White stepped aside for a new Editor, Wendell Wilson.  
 
Since then the Mineralogical Record has grown steadily in size, quality and prominence, thanks to the contri-
butions of over 700 authors, photographers, artists, advertisers and donors. It has become a collective labor 
of love on the part of the entire mineralogical community worldwide. It is the only journal to have a new min-
eral species named in its honor (minrecordite), and it is the only journal to have received the Carnegie Miner-
alogical Award. Subscriptions, back issues, books and a variety of free databases are available online at 
www .Mineralogical Record .com. 
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