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President’s Message 
By Mark Jacobson 

Greeting members,  
 By June, the snow and ice had reced-
ed for most of the United States. So serious 
field collecting for the year has started once 
again. With the covid vaccine available to 
everyone; physical meetings have also re-
started. In fact, I gave my first physical 
presentation, legally, to a mineral club on 
May 11th which was also simultaneously 
broadcast to more distance members via 
zoom. Zoom presentations with a local or 

even remote speaker to an assembled audience, broadcast to remote audi-
ences is an opportunity that I believe will start to be used more frequently. 
This is a technique that FM National plans to do for the February 2022 Tuc-
son Gem and Mineral Show® mineral symposium. I believe that the April 
2022 Rochester Mineral Symposium may plan to do the same thing for their 
symposium. 

FM National though has not been idle. The board with the general 
membership’s voting help has approved the revision to the FM National by-
laws. Now all meeting announcements can be done by email, and meetings 
can be combinations of remote and physical meetings, both for the general 
membership and the FM board. The final paperwork has been approved by 
our bank that has changed the signers for the organization’s bank accounts 
so we can start paying our expenses and fulfilling our obligations. Alexan-
der Schauss has initiated contacts to find a repository home for FM’s histor-
ical documents and newsletters. The historical documents are to be orga-
nized, scanned to digital files, and a finding aid created before transmittal to 
the archive with the digital records provided to several other archives. The 
division of fiscal records for the Treasurer from the historical records for lat-
er archiving has started.  

FM National’s Facebook page, which is open to all members, has 
several new editors who can add and solicit material. Although each chap-
ter may already have its own Facebook page, each chapter has the right for 
an editor to add material of interest to FM National’s Facebook page. If your 
chapter does not have a National facebook editor and you want one, con-
tact me. In addition, the educational outreach committee has been extraor-
dinarily active with their own full report, which can be found in this newslet-
ter. 

For the 2022 February Tucson mineral symposium, we have a com-
plete and full list of submitted speakers. Announcements for the symposium 
are on our website, our last newsletter, as well as in our Rocks & Minerals  

(Continued on page 3) 
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(President’s Message continued from page 1) 

 
and Mineral News advertisements. The change of our magazine advertisements is thanks to the efforts 
of Erin Delventhal and Matt McGill. 

The last National FM newsletter of the year in December will post a full speaker schedule with a 
website link to the speaker’s abstracts and brief biographies. In addition, the candidates for the at-large 
FM directors will be provided for email voting. 

I am also impressed and thrilled with the increased engagement by the chapters with National. 
We want to provide a stronger voice for you. Field trips, smoozable/kibbitzable gatherings where infor-
mation is shared, and symposia still remain the life blood of FM. Our publications, although significant, 
do not replace the lively oral transmission of knowledge and mineralogical values. Along that thought, I 
will be at both the Montana Mining and Mineral and the New Mexico Mineral Symposia. Although not 
FM sponsored symposia, they still have significant engagement by FM members. 

I am also impressed by several members submitting articles to be included in the National news-
letter. This is a great opportunity for these articles to reach a larger audience. I encourage all members 
to take advantage of our newsletter. 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/ 

  

26385 NW Groveland Drive,  

Hillsboro, OR 97124 

 

The Museum is now open four days a 
week, Thursday- 10-4, Friday-Sunday 
10:00 to 5:00 pm, and requires advanced 
reservations. Health protocols continue to 
be instituted to protect the health and safe-
ty of visitors and staff.  
 
Out of care for those who are not yet able 
to be vaccinated and our staff, the Museum 
continues to require visitors over age two 
to wear masks while on site. Thank you 
for understanding as we navigate the ever-
changing landscape of COVID-19 guidance.   

https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/RT2RpbzTyBezQokV9
https://goo.gl/maps/RT2RpbzTyBezQokV9
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Outreach Committee -  

newsletter update 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy Outreach Committee has begun laying 
foundations to increase awareness of FM, develop relationships be-
tween National and its chapters and affiliates, and reinvigorate FM’s 
role in the mineral community. Several initiatives are underway, includ-
ing: 
 

Chapter & Affiliate Outreach 
The Committee is actively organizing meetings to connect with all FM 
chapters and affiliates. The goals of this effort are to create contact 
points with chapters/affiliates, establish points for collaboration and 
support, and re-establish relationships. 
 

Social Media Outreach 
As of late June, the Outreach Committee has initiated new activity on 
the existing FM Facebook Page and has established a corresponding 
Instagram account. The goal of these efforts is to increase and main-
tain a social media presence for Friends of Mineralogy which acts to 
spread awareness of the organization and its objectives. You can fol-
low these accounts here: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofMineralogy 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/friendsofmineralogy/ 
 

New Facebook group 

Friends of Mineralogy Community group: this is a private group that 
will be open to existing members of FM as well as any non-members 
interested in mineralogy. The purpose of this group is to foster commu-
nication and networking between existing FM members across all 
chapters and to serve as a point of outreach for drawing potential new 
members into FM, as well as to build friendships and a sense of com-
munity among the members. 
 

We encourage you all to join! You can request to join the group here 
(please be sure to answer the membership questions!):  
www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofmineralogycommunity/ 
 

 

Friends of Mineralogy Outreach Committee 
Jessica Robertson, Thomas Hale, and Erin Delventhal 
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Symposium on Pennsylvania Mineralogy 
 

Mineral Collecting Enthusiasts Meet and Learn  
IN PERSON and ONLINE 

Symposium November 13, 2021 
Field Trip November 14 

Bright Side Opportunities Center, Lancaster, PA 
Please Register in Advance 

 
 The Friends of Mineralogy - Pennsylvania Chapter will hold their 2021 Symposium and field trip 
on the second weekend in November. Mineral collectors in attendance on Saturday will check in at the 
Bright Side Opportunities Center, 515 Hershey Ave., Lancaster, PA 17603.  
 Activities, including informative talks by knowledgeable speakers on minerals, geology and min-
ing in Pennsylvania and beyond, are planned. Online attendance is also being planned. On Sunday, a 
field trip for those registered for the symposium will provide an opportunity for mineral collecting at a 
location to be announced. The field trip is open only to symposium registrants. Safety equipment will be 
required. All interested mineral collectors are invited to register and attend.  
 As usual, a few invited mineral dealers will be present, and there will be a silent auction, give-
away table, refreshments, and plenty of opportunities for visiting with fellow enthusiasts. Lunch is avail-
able at restaurants within short driving distance, and there is adequate parking at the Symposium ven-
ue. Arrangements are still being made, so please see the web site https://www.rasloto.com/FM/ for any 
updates, details, and the registration form. 
 
Dates: Saturday & Sunday, November 13-14, 2021 
Location: Saturday, Nov. 13: Bright Side Opportunities Center, 515 Hershey Ave., Lancaster, PA 
17603. 
Sunday, Nov. 14: collecting trip, to be announced 
Registration: $25/person for non-members (or join for 2022 and get the member rate), $15/person for 
current FM-PA members; $5/person for college students; free for younger students. Parents must pro-
vide supervision of minors. 
Please register in advance; a form is available on the web site. 
Professional Geologists: lecture attendance qualifies for Professional Development Hours toward li-
cense renewal. 
Web Site: https://www.rasloto.com/FM/ 
Contact: e-mail: <bstephens@stephensenv.com> 

Call for Abstracts 
 

 Friends of Mineralogy - Pennsylvania Chapter invites submissions of abstracts to be considered 
for presentation at our annual Symposium. The Symposium is scheduled for Lancaster, PA, on Satur-
day, November 13, 2021, both in-person and online.  
 Presentations on Pennsylvania minerals or mineral localities, or other topics of interest to miner-
al collectors, are invited. Abstracts may be up to two pages and should include a title and the author's 
name and affiliation as they should be presented. The final abstract for publication in the program may 
include illustrations of sufficient resolution to look good in print; a biographical sketch and photograph of 
the author are also welcome, within the two-page limit. 
 We provide an honorarium of $100 for each presentation. Contact Bill Stephens 

<bstephens@stephensenv.com> or another Board member if you might be interested, or to submit an 

abstract for consideration. Please submit abstracts by September 30, 2021. 

BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol. 51 No. 3 
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Mindat.org Update - August 2021 
 

By Jolyon Ralph 
jolyon@mindat.org 

 
 It has been an exciting year for mindat.org, despite the lack of international events to attend (or 
perhaps because of it and the reduction in distractions) we have a couple of exciting projects to an-
nounce that will help mindat.org grow and help the wider mineral community too. 

 Firstly, earlier this year in partnership with the University of Idaho we submitted a funding request 
as part of the NSF-funded EarthCube project for a project called 'OpenMindat' - which aims to build an 
'API' system (or application programming interface) for automated access to mindat data, and most im-
portantly, to ensure that the mindat.org data provided into this system is in an open access format (which 
means anyone can use it for any non-commercial purpose without needing formal permission in ad-
vance.) It will also allow downloads of data sets from mindat.org, for example if you wanted to download 
all the localities with coordinates and their minerals in Utah, you could do this in advance of a trip there 
and load it into your GPS.  The main beneficiary of this project will be academic studies; projects such as 
the 'Mineral Evolution' project led by Dr. Robert Hazen from the Carnegie Institute of Science that rely on 
mindat.org data. This open system will allow others to do similar research based on the data we have 
been collecting for over 20 years. 

 This project will also fund a more powerful search server for mindat allowing for faster and more 
accurate search results - and hopefully the end to the occasional problems with service availability that 
we've had recently. 
 The next project started as two separate ideas that merged into a single project - firstly the wish 
to build a structured database of references within mindat.org (so that you can identify which mindat.org 
pages cite any specific reference, for example) and the second was our wish to provide an online inven-
tory of books and journals that are held in the mindat.org library. 

 The end result of this is now titled "The Rock H. Currier Digital Library", and is available to 
browse at https://www.mindat.org/reference.php where you will be able to search over 13 million refer-
ences, and there are over 300,000 open access PDF files available for download right now, with more 
being added daily. As this system grows, and in conjunction with the improved search server mentioned 
above, this will provide even more powerful search possibilities for articles relating to all the geosciences 
and beyond. 

mailto:jolyon@mindat.org
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
http://mindat.org/
https://www.mindat.org/reference.php
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News from our affiliate, Mineral News 
 

Mineral News has been published continuously for thirty-seven (37) years, beginning in 1984 as 
a black and white, eight-page newsletter by Lanny Ream and acquired and expanded by Tony Ni-
kischer of Excalibur Mineral Corporation in 2003. Today, each monthly issue is at least sixteen (16) 
pages long and produced in full color, and a U.S.  subscription price remains at $30.00 per year.  

 
 Dubbed as “The Mineral Collector’s Newsletter”, content is generally divided into three major 
categories: new mineral finds, historical or ephemera-related articles of interest to collectors, and ab-
stracted descriptions of new mineral species approved by the International Mineralogical Association. 
Brief announcements of upcoming shows and symposia are also provided, and obituaries of well-
known collectors or dealers are occasionally presented, as are book reviews of new, mineral-related 
titles.  
 
 Mineral News has no paid authors, and new, previously unpublished articles relating to collect-
ing stories and localities are actively solicited from collectors and dealers. Turnaround time for accept-
ed articles is generally 60 days or less. Submissions are via email (MS Word, WordPerfect or similar 
formats), and all editing and layout work is provided free of charge. All submitted material remains cop-
yrighted by the authors.  
 
 Since 2009, National Friends of Mineralogy has been presenting a certificate at the Tucson 
Gem and Mineral Show® awards banquet to the author(s) of the article that was voted the best article 
published in Mineral News for the previous year. In honor of the author, Mineral News receives a check 
for $200. Similar best article of the year awards are also made for Rock & Minerals, the Mineralogical 
Record, and Mineral Monograph (Werner Lieber award). 
 
 If you have a mineral-related story to tell, why not try a submission to Mineral News? 

Excalibur Mineral Corporation 
Publishers of the Monthly Periodical Mineral News 

1885 Seminole Trail  - Suite 202 -  Charlottesville, VA 22901-1160 

Tel: (434) 964-0875     Fax: (434) 964-1549 

Website: www.mineralnews.com   email: news@excaliburmineral.com 
 

http://www.mineralnews.com/
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The Young Mineral Collectors group (YMC) comprises roughly 1,600 members, all mineral lovers 
under the age of 40. Founded in 2018 as a way to connect young people in the mineral community 
worldwide, the organization’s primary platform is Facebook, where members can show off new speci-
mens, ask questions, and share knowledge, advice, and enthusiasm. We are proud to have a diverse 
membership, including individuals from the United States, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America, as 
well as a significant presence of women within the group. The YMC leadership team strives to be repre-
sentative of these demographics and brings together people with a variety of backgrounds, interests, 
and skills to help steer and facilitate the activities of the group at large.  
 
So far, YMC has made a splash with displays featuring our members’ col-
lections, such as the pod of ten cases we presented at TGMS 2020 which 
was awarded the Friends of Mineralogy Best Non-Institutional Educational 
Award. You can see photos and a video tour of these displays and others 
we’ve put together on the Media page on our website, youngmineralcol-
lectors.org. We look forward to more displays and member meetups at 
future shows in the U.S. and abroad! 
 
Some of our ongoing initiatives include educational talks, museum tour 
videos, articles written by our members about all facets of the mineral 
world, and an info hub housing resources to help those new to the hobby 
as well as more seasoned collectors. 
 

YMC also has some exciting 
new projects coming down the 
pipeline. We are currently preparing for the launch of our 
mentorship program, in collaboration with Geology365. This 
program will bring together newer collectors with veterans of 
the community and help bridge the gap between the genera-
tions, allowing decades of knowledge to be passed along to 
eager mentees.  Please take a few minutes to fill out this 
survey if you are interested in our mentorship program 
and would like to become a mentor or mentee. We are 
also very pleased to be a new affiliate of Friends of Mineralo-
gy and look forward to a long and productive partnership. We 
hope to see the FM community serve as a “landing spot” for 
members aging out of YMC to transition into.  

 
We invite you to keep in touch with Young Mineral Collectors! If you are a collector under 40 years old, 
you can find us on Facebook and join the group (be sure to answer the membership questions). We 
enthusiastically welcome supporters who may fall outside our age bracket to find us online as well. 
Register to attend our educational talks over Zoom—or consider giving one yourself! We believe there 
is room for everyone in the mineral collecting community and YMC is working hard to draw in and sup-
port future generations.  

What’s Hot In Tucson © BlueCap Productions 

https://www.youngmineralcollectors.org/
https://www.youngmineralcollectors.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9bVuoVuMucviZHjrsd0vTIWq8Uh826JsnOp69GxcVaI16XA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9bVuoVuMucviZHjrsd0vTIWq8Uh826JsnOp69GxcVaI16XA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9bVuoVuMucviZHjrsd0vTIWq8Uh826JsnOp69GxcVaI16XA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Page 11 

 

 
 

BULLETIN of FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY Vol. 51 No. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mineralogical Society of America 
Resources, Publications, Programs, and Outreach 

 

Overview 
 The Mineralogical Society of America (MSA) was founded in 1919 to advance mineralogy, crystallography, geochem-
istry, petrology, and promote their uses in other sciences, industry, and the arts. MSA encourages fundamental research about 
natural materials; supports the teaching of mineralogical concepts and procedures; and raises the scientific literacy of society 
on issues involving mineralogy in the widest sense. MSA encourages the preservation of mineral collections, displays, mineral 
localities, type minerals, and scientific data. MSA publishes the journal American Mineralogist, Elements magazine, the book 
series Reviews in Mineralogy & Geochemistry, textbooks, and monographs.   
 Anyone with an interest in mineralogy/petrology is eligible to join MSA. Information about membership is on the MSA 
home page: www.minsocam.org  
 
Resources 
 There are resources for the collecting community on the MSA website in the section entitled Collectors’ Corner. On 
this page are links to scientific information, rock and mineral keys, locations, articles, and much more. The link is http://
www.minsocam.org/msa/collectors_corner/index.htm.  
 Back issues of the American Mineralogist from 1914-1999 are available online free to anyone at http://
www.minsocam.org/msa/ammin/toc/.  These earlier issues contain a wealth of collector information.  New Mineral Names, 
which is the section of the journal that catalogues new minerals, is a free section even in all current issues. 
The Handbook of Mineralogy, authored by John W. Anthony, Richard A. Bideaux, Kenneth W. Bladh, and Monte C. Nichols, is 
now online and free to anyone at http://www.handbookofmineralogy.org.  In addition, it is being updated by Kenneth W. Bladh 
to include new minerals and now has 4914 species. 
 MSA also provides online educational resources for K-12 teachers, as well as college and university faculty. These 
resources, which include lesson plans, animations, videos, photographs, teaching suggestions, and more, were contributed by 
MSA members and are available on MSA’s website at http://www.minsocam.org/msa/Teaching_Resources.html.  

Minerals Day 
 Last year for the first time, and again in 2021, MSA is sponsoring Minerals Day (October 11, 2021, the Monday of the 
American Geosciences Institute’s Earth Science Week). The purpose of Minerals Day is to highlight the importance of mineral-
ogy and petrology to students and teachers, the collector community, and the general public. On Minerals Day itself, and dur-
ing the rest of Earth Science Week, there will be live and recorded webinars and presentations focusing on the theme of Cool 
Careers in Mineralogy/Petrology. One of the webinars will be presented by representatives of the Young Minerals Collectors 
and the Friends of Mineralogy Virginia Chapter. Career webinars will include forensic mineralogy, aggregates, planetary miner-
alogy, gemology, museum curation, and federal and state agency jobs. The Minerals Day downloadable poster will also fea-
ture these careers.  For more information on Minerals Day, go to www.mineralsday.org.  

Communications 
 MSA is on social media, including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube. Videos on the MSA YouTube channel 
cover a variety of topics in mineralogy, petrology, crystallography, and geochemistry. Another way of linking to the mineralogy 
community is through the listserv MSA-Talk and its 3,500 subscribers. The link to subscribe is here: http://www.minsocam.org/
msa/MSA_Talk.html.  

Contact Us 
 We at MSA headquarters welcome suggestions for how to be of greater use to the collector community. Please send 
any ideas to business@minsocam.org.  

 

http://www.minsocam.org
http://www.minsocam.org/msa/collectors_corner/index.htm
http://www.minsocam.org/msa/collectors_corner/index.htm
http://www.handbookofmineralogy.org
http://www.minsocam.org/msa/Teaching_Resources.html
http://www.mineralsday.org
http://www.minsocam.org/msa/MSA_Talk.html
http://www.minsocam.org/msa/MSA_Talk.html
mailto:business@minsocam.org
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Diverging group of seaborgite blades with ferrinatrite.  Seaborgite (IMA2019-087), LiNa6K2(UO2)(SO4)5(SO3OH)(H2O), is a new mineral 

species from the Blue Lizard mine, Red Canyon, San Juan County, Utah, U.S.A described by Kampf et al. (2021) American Mineralogist 

106, 105-111.  The field of view is 0.68 mm across. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Via BMS 6/19 
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The Mineralogical Books by James and Edward Dana 
By Herwig Pelckmans 

 
 I don't think there is any serious recreational or professional mineralogist out there that does not 
know about “Dana's System of Mineralogy” or “Dana's Manual of Mineralogy”. These books have been 
around forever, so it seems! For quite a while now I had been thinking of creating a list of at least the 
different “Systems of Mineralogy”, together with links to online versions that can be fully searched 
digitally. 
 
 So finally a few weeks ago, I started on this project only to find out a whole bunch has been 
written about these books, AND, some things looked quite complicated when it came to different 
editions, different printings, different titles, different authors, and so on! 
 
 On the other hand, there were many digital versions to be found online, but quite a few were not 
what they pretended to be. Frequently the date of printing was plain wrong, or the edition stated was 
incorrect, or … you name it. It was clear there was a need for a simple yet efficient list of the different 
editions of each work, linked to its digital version. 
 
 And so I compiled a “Links to the most important mineral books by Dana” that I published on 
Mindat towards the end of August. I wrote it as a text file first, which turned out not to be such a great 
choice, because the article on Mindat needs to be in html format. Since my Word document had a lot of 
different characters and a specific layout, morphing it into an acceptable html version took a lot of time 
and even more copy & pasta. ;-) 
 
 Anyway, here is the link to my most recent article: https://www.mindat.org/a/
links_to_dana_books 
 
 For people who are looking for more info on Dana, here are a few useful links: 
 
* A detailed biography (and bibliography) of James Dwight was written by his son Edward Salisbury 
Dana, right after James passed away in 1895, and can be found here:  
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044107217713&view=1up&seq=9&skin=2021 
 
* The most detailed bibliographic description of the mineralogical works by James Dwight Dana can be 
found here: https://mineralogicalrecord.com/new_biobibliography/dana-james-dwight/ 

 
* The most detailed bibliographic description of 
the mineralogical works by Edward  Dana can 
be found here: https://mineralogicalrecord.com/
new_biobibliography/dana-edward-salisbury/ 
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Editor’s Note:  
 

Thank you to the contributors of all the  
articles and pictures for this issue. 
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Via Midwest Chapter Newsletter  9-10/21 

Via BMS 6/19 
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COLORADO  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/  

 

Congratulations to Dr. Pete Modreski  
for his election into the  

American Federation of Mineral Societies'  
Bulletin Editor's Hall of Fame,  

for many accomplishments as editor of the  
Friends of Mineralogy Colorado Chapter.  

Summer 2021 
 
 Friends of Minerology Colorado Chapter has been hosting a series of remote talks over Zoom 
this summer.  The first talk in July was supposed to be on mining emeralds in Columbia in the 1920s, 
but our presenter was in a car wreck and forgot he was giving the talk.  Fortunately, Thomas Hale with 
the Virginia Chapter was able to step in and give a photo presentation on the minerals of Virginia.  It 
was well received by everyone that was on, with lots of questions concerning Virginia mineral deposits 
afterwards. 
 
 Our Second presentation was given in August. It was by Dermot Henry, with the Museum of 
Victoria, who gave an excellent talk on Gold in Victoria, Australia. His talk covered all the gold discover-
ies in Victoria starting in 1852 and all the amazing nuggets discovered from then until today. Everyone 
who attended thought his presentation was great and there were lots of discussion afterwards. 
 
 Our third presentation will be by Sarah Caldwell Steel, she is from England and will be giving a 
talk on Jet. She is the world expert on Jet, which is a fossil polymer. She's a dynamic, passionate 
speaker with an absolute wealth of information.  This talk will take place on October 17, 2021, at 3:00 
PM MDT over Zoom.  An announcement and link to the presentation will be sent out in the later part of 
September. 
 
 Other activities for the chapter include providing mineral identification at the Denver Gem & 
Mineral show at the Denver Convention Center September 15th thru 19th, 2021 for which we are one of 
the sponsor organizations. 
 
 We are hoping to start having in person meetings starting in October, but we are waiting to see 
if the Colorado School of Mines will allow us to meet on their campus. If so, we will have in person 
presentations going forward. If not we will be looking for a new meeting location. 
 

http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.pnwfm.org  
 
See Symposium information on pages  5-6 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY  

CHAPTER  

UPDATE 
Your Report could be here! 
 

MIDWEST  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.fommidwest.org  

NEW JERSEY 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 https://fomnj.wordpress.com/  
 

Your Report could be here! 

https://carnegiemnh.org/press/dr-john-c-medici-wins-the-2020-carnegie-mineralogical-award/ 

http://www.pnwfm.org/
http://www.fommidwest.org
https://fomnj.wordpress.com/
https://carnegiemnh.org/press/dr-john-c-medici-wins-the-2020-carnegie-mineralogical-award/
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PENNSYLVANIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
www.rasloto.com/FM/  
 

 

A Wild Ride Moves Us Along 
President's Message 
by Bill Stephens, PG 
 
 The last quarter since taking office has been a bit of a wild ride. Once we finally secured a ven-
ue for our Annual Symposium, things began to fall in place more quickly. We also voted to permanent-
ly move our symposium date to the second weekend in November, where it has traditionally been the 
first weekend in November. This move will free members up to attend other important events in the 
region that would normally conflict with our symposium, and members of other organizations to attend 
our symposium if they desired without missing events they would typically attend in lieu of our sympo-
sium. 
 This year FM-PA's symposium with be held at the Bright Side Opportunities Center in Lancas-
ter, PA. Flyers will be issued shortly with all the details. Our field trip is to be announced, but we are 
pretty certain we know where it will be. Calls for speakers will also be issued directly. This year and 
probably most years going forward our symposium will be hybrid - in person and remote access via 
Zoom. 
 For the first time since I've been involved with FMPA we have secured insurance with a differ-
ent vendor/provider and agent. Frankly, we were quite pleased with the price and the coverage. We 
have  offered to aid our collaborating sister Chapters and any clubs that reach out for assistance. 
Many have complained to me that some quarries were demanding $3 million in liability coverage, 
which many  thought would be too expensive to obtain. We were able to secure $3 million per occur-
rence / $6  million aggregate for a very reasonable rate.  
 
 I've been working with Tom Hale of the Virginia Mineral Project (V.P.) and the new sister FM-
VA Chapter to get a collaborative effort going and just last week we had Tom and Jessica from the FM 
National Outreach committee along with President Mark Jacobson join us for a Board of Directors 
meeting. We invited Tom and Jessica to provide us the general approach they are using to get more 
people interested and engaged in the mineral world, share some of their strategies for engaging min-
ing  companies in a manner that they would see us more as a public relations partner than a pesky 
group begging for collecting access, and social media campaigns.  
 
 They gave us some great info and we are moving forward together to promote FM and broader 
interest in mineralogy. Finally, I'll be giving one of the talks at our FM-PA symposium this fall and it will 
be on the famous Phoenixville Lead-Zinc Mines, including the Wheatley, Chester, SW Chester, and 
Brookdale Mines. Today I submitted an abstract for FM-National's symposium at Tucson next Febru-
ary. That proposed talk will focus on the world class pyromorphite from those mines. Pyromorphite is 
within the Apatite Supergroup, the FM National Symposium topic. 
 
 We have a lot in the works after clearing the plate of some frustrating issues including COVID 

related restrictions on available venues. I'm proud of my Board. They all really dug in and helped get 

things done this summer. 

http://www.rasloto.com/FM/
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 

     Our chapter leadership has been active this year working with national leadership in a variety of 
new ways and in planning our reactivation of field trip programs as we transition from mandated lock-
downs and significant restrictions on gatherings of any kind during the COVID 19 pandemic into a new 
“Norm” for this fall. 

      Our chapter officers and Board members shifted to Zoom meetings this last year as California lock-
downs and restrictions showed no letup. In February through early summer as Chapter President, I 
participated in several National FM Zoom Board meetings that led to special meetings to address 
changes to the By-Laws for both National FM and our chapter.  FM Executive Board asked  me to par-
ticipate in an executive committee for the final editing processes that led to this summer’s submission 
of By-Laws to all members for voting approval.  

     Subsequently in June and July President Jacobson and our newly elected FM National Treasurer 
Bruce Bridenbecker transferred the FM banking accounts to California. As Chapter President I was 
asked  to serve as  cosigner for legal state of California corporation requirements.  

     In early August, Jessica Robertson and Thomas Hale, the National Outreach Committee chairs met 
with our chapter officers in a Zoom meeting and … we will be going Social soon!!!  With help from Jes-
sica and Thomas, we will be establishing Facebook and Instagram pages to start us off into the world 
of “social media platforms”. This will help us with our outreach program for all whom are interested in 
minerals and to encourage others to promote and support our chapter. We will be using these plat-
forms for organizational updates and of course to educate and expand the world of mineral collecting.  
We will endeavor to show how minerals further technological and commercial value to our world, and 
of course what the beauty of minerals and the art of collecting specimens means to us.  

     Please look in upcoming newsletters and announcements for further information on our upcoming 
Social Media Break Out!!  See you all soon!! 

     Dr. Don Buchanan, President; Professor Bruce Bridenbecker, Treasurer; & Alicia Borchmann, Sec-
retary (Social Media Guru). 
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Dear Friends of Mineralogy,  
 
 FM-Virginia continues to push forward despite upticks in COVID-19 cases due to the delta vari-
ant. Our organization remains committed to its monthly speaker series and even hosted a summer so-
cial at a brewery with local members. In addition to our speaker series and new tri-monthly social 
events, FMVA now offers a space for the Young Mineral Collectors of the VA/DC/MD area to meetup. 
This fall, the YMC group will be meeting for a trip at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History.  
 FMVA also assisted the Lynchburg Gem and Mineral Society with their first show/swap in the 
SW part of the state in July. The event was a huge success, and it is the hope of all participants to ex-
pand next year. FMVA encourages other FM chapters and interested groups to join in on our virtual 
speaker series and sign up for our emails. This is a great opportunity to engage with others across the 
country and even the world. Our speaker series will remain virtual even after COVID-19. All videos are 
uploaded a week after on our YouTube channel!  
 Going into the fall and winter months, FMVA will attend multiple public outreach events, gem 
shows, and educational symposiums in our state and nationally. FMVA will participate in four different 
gem and mineral shows in the state, two educational and industry events, and a national virtual event 
for Minerals Day sponsored under the Mineralogical Society of America and the American Geosciences 
Institute on October 11th. These opportunities help increase awareness of FM as a brand and also sup-
port our outreach initiatives locally.  
 Our group has secured partnerships with the Virginia Transportation and Construction Alliance 
(VTCA), the Virginia Association of Science Teachers, and the Virginia Earth Science Teachers Associ-
ation. These critical organizations will grant us access to industry support, educators, and students 
across the Commonwealth. VAST will be hosting its fall training event where FMVA will partner with 
VTCA to design and distribute rock kits to teachers and raffle a display case to a classroom in the state 
which FMVA will curate. Teachers who do not wish to travel to the meeting location due to COVID-19 
will be offered a “rock day” pick up where they can visit local quarries and get supplies for their class-
rooms. FMVA will also promote FM-National and FMVA activities in their newsletters and continue to 
spread the word about FM.  
 As clearly stated in our mission and showcased with our current work, FMVA is redefining how 
an FM chapter can operate. In a time where decreased or non-existent accessibility to localities is the 
norm, organizations like FM must find new ways to serve its purpose. For FMVA, that is connecting to 
industry and teachers through educational and outreach projects that solidifies our organization into 
state infrastructure. Our group believes FMVA can play a primary role in teacher training, research, out-
reach, and education in the Commonwealth.  
 The Virginia Mineral Project, under FMVA, has also finished its first Rockhounding 101 course 
that trained participants about our hobby, providing core geology and mineralogy educational skills. 
Training and classes like this will become a primary offering of FMVA. This outreach work has also 
spurred interest with industry to re-evaluate safety programs that could allow for trained groups to enter 
quarries once again.  

VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER  
UPDATE 
 
https://www.friendsofmineralogyvirginia.org/  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVXiDsPBpOIZ2Qw3L8XH3VQ?view_as=subscriber
https://mineralsday.org/
https://www.friendsofmineralogyvirginia.org/
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of the Richmond Gem and Mineral Society passed away in June after a long battle with cancer. The 
following is a short obituary written by Thomas Hale of the Virginia Mineral Project and current presi-
dent of FMVA. The complete article was published in the August edition of Mineral News.  

 
Betsy Martin (October 7, 1943 – June 
21, 2021)  
Micromounter, Morefield Mine Expert...  
 
 With the passing of Betsy Martin, 
the micromineral world has lost a giant, 
and many of us have lost a great friend 
and mentor. As we mourn her death, it is 
fitting that we also celebrate her life, her 
many achievements, and her legacy.  
 A teacher by profession, Betsy 
Martin was a renowned micromounter 
and mineral researcher for over 30 
years. During this time, she contributed 
award-winning articles to many publica-
tions with both hobby and professional 
status.  
 Perhaps her most passionate 
work, occupying more than 25 years, 
was her research into the mineralogy 
and development of the famous More-
field Pegmatite in Amelia County, Virgin-

ia. She published detailed descriptions of the mine and its minerals, spent many hours in sample prep-
aration and documentation for testing, and carried out the photomicrography and digitizing work re-
quired in maintaining the historical record. Her efforts earned her co-authorship in publications in a 
number of professional journals. These contributions in 2000, 2004, and 2016 provided detailed re-
ports of new mineral discoveries at the mine.  
 
Looking forward into 2022…  
 FMVA continues to push forward despite a time where uncertainty and change has put many 
organizations in gridlock. Our group firmly believes that the future of FM and this hobby will require 
groups to coordinate, communicate, and organize on scales never seen before. The ease of Zoom 
meetings encourage conversation and have allowed many friendships to flourish despite a time of 
much isolation. All FM members are encouraged to join in on our board meetings, receive our weekly 
“one-minute” briefings, and engage in discussions that will benefit us all. Together, 2022 will be an 
amazing year with renewed passion, growth, and interest in the field of mineralogy and collecting. If 
you would like to reach out and learn more about our initiatives then please email Thomas. Alex is also 
working on the speaker series lineup for 2022. Please email him if you are interested in giving a talk 
before our schedule fills up!  
 
Thomas Hale, President  
Email: friendsofmineralogy.virginia@gmail.com  
 
Alex Venzke, Vice President  
Email: alex.venzke27@gmail.com  
 
Follow us on social media: Facebook & Instagram  
Sign Up for our Emailing List 
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NATIONAL  
MEMBERS  
“AT-LARGE”  
 

Your Report could be here!  
 

Would someone like to speak up for the “at-large”  
members?  

 Needs, wants, comments? 

Via BMS 6/19 
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FM AFFILIATES 
 
The Friends of Mineralogy is a long-time affiliate of The Mineralogical Record magazine. The magazine was 
founded in 1970 by John White, who was at that time a curator in the Mineral Sciences Department of the 
Smithsonian Institution. With the initial help of a financial backer, Arthur Montgomery, White succeeded in 
launching and bootstrapping the fledgling publication to the point where it was marginally self-sustaining.  
After seven years as editor and publisher, White stepped aside for a new Editor, Wendell Wilson.  
 
Since then the Mineralogical Record has grown steadily in size, quality and prominence, thanks to the contri-
butions of over 700 authors, photographers, artists, advertisers and donors. It has become a collective labor 
of love on the part of the entire mineralogical community worldwide. It is the only journal to have a new min-
eral species named in its honor (minrecordite), and it is the only journal to have received the Carnegie Miner-
alogical Award. Subscriptions, back issues, books and a variety of free databases are available online at 
www .Mineralogical Record .com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mineralogical Association 

of Canada 
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